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DANG DINH ANG: THE FIRST SEVENTY YEARS

NGUYEN HUU ANH*, NGUYEN XUAN SANH** AND TRAN DUC VAN***

Professor Dang Dinh An‘g, President of HoChiMinh City Mathematical
Society and a long time professor of Mathematics at HoChiMinh City University,
will be seventy on March 16, 1996. In his honor, colleagues and friends will
organize an International Conference on Analysis and Mechanics of Continuous
Media in HoChiMinh City. The conference will be held from December 27 to
29, 1995 some time ahead of his birthday so as to enable guests from abroad to
participate. -

Professor Ang has worked in several areas of Applied Analysis, ranging from
Inverse Problems and Nonlinear Analysis to Elasticity. He has authored or co-
authored over one hundred publications in Applied Functional Analysis and
Mechanics of Continuous Media. Near seventy, he is as active as ever. A
glimpse at the attached list of his publications during the past six years (1990-
1995) will show how versatile and prolific he is. He is advising seven doctoral
students. From 1983 to 1992, three students obtained their doctorate from him:
one of them won the prestigious Humboldt Fellowship, another was appointed
to an Assistant Professorship in a US university. Several others, whom he had
initiated to mathematical research, are now on the faculties of some major

universities in France, the US and Australia.

Professor Ang has held viéif_ing positions in some well-known universities
in the US, and in Europe: Senior Research Fellow in-Aeronautics, then in
Geophysics at CalTech (California Institute of Technology), Associate Geophy-
sicist at UCLA (University of California at Los Angeles), Visiting Professor
of mathematics at the University of Utah, at the University of Paris 13, at
‘the Mauro Picone Institute of Applied Mathematics in Rome, DFG Visiting
Researcher at ‘the Institute of Mathematics of Berlin Free University, and has

lectured at Cambridge University and other famous scientific centers in Europe.

Dang Dinh Ang received his scientific education in US universities: BS
from KU (University of Kansas), Ph. D. from CalTech. At KU, he studied
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Aeronautical Engineering from 1953 to 1955, in which year he received an award
from the Institute of Aeronautical Sciences for his memoire on compressible fluid
flow, He recalled, not without some nostalgia, his experiences at KU, where he
had to complete a number of flight hours for graduation as an aeronautical
engineer, where his flight instructor would, on week-ends, take him on a two-
seat Cessna for an aerial tour of nearby Kansas City, just for pleasure. After
graduation from KU, he went to CalTech for graduate work. Three years
later, in 1958, he obtained his doctorate with a thesis which is a blend of
Analysis and Mechanics. He spent two years at CalTech as a Post-doctdral
Fellow, then returned to VietNam in 1960 to assume the chairmanship of
the Department of Mathematics of the University of Saigon. As head of the
Department, he modernized the curriculae, introducing into the undergraduate
~ programs subjects that had not been taught there before, like Topology, Modern
Algebra, and Functional Analysis. Three years later, he instituted the graduate
level certificate of Mathematiques Approfondies, which was also open to gifted
undergraduates. He was Chairman until 1975, after which date he became
Director of the Laboratory of Analysis, a position he held until last April.

A portrait of this dedicated scientist and teacher would not be complete
without mention of his family life. He and Minh Thi got married in 1950.
When he left for the US in 1953, they had two children, a daughter and a son.
She took care of them until his return, seven years later, when they were ready
to "take lessons” from Papa. The daughter was to become a Pediatrician, and
the son was to get a Doctorate in Mathematics from Princeton University. They
have another son, now an Assistant Professor of Mathematics in a US university.
The two youngest of the family are daughters, one of them got a Doctorate in
Mathematics from the University of Utah this year, while the other is an M.A.
in TESL (Teaching of English as a Second Language).

A last word about this remarkable man, whose warmth and human qualities
have won him many friends. Though rather strict to himself, he is, with life,
gentle and "accepting”. The following stanza is from a poem dedicated to him
by a friend:

“For Dee, the problems seem to open
Like a delicate blossom, offering their

Flagrance and beauty which he shares

1Don H. Tucker, Professor of Mathematics, University of Utah
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With us as fully as we can understand”.

Professor Ang will go still farther in his career, in the realization of his
dreams and in the fulfillment of his obligations to Society.
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